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Bribery Commissioner v. Ranasinghe,7 has been fought again, with the
same result. in the Trinidad and Tobago courts in Collymore v.
Attorney-General.8

.( That the contest should have been considered
worthwhile in the Trinidad and Tobago case seems strange, since the

{wording of the constitution, as it applied to the facts of that case,!
appears to have been much more explicitly in favour of the existencfl
of a right of judicial review than were the provisions of the con~
stitutions in the other leading cases cited. TIle plaintiff's complaint
was one of violation of human rights; ~ection 2 of the constitution
expressly limited the area of operation of an Act of Pa'tliamcnt in
contravention of human rights, while section 6 expressly conferred
on the High Court original jurisdiction to hear applications for
redress for breaches of provisions of the constitution which included
section 2. It is hardly surprising thatJhe Court of Appeal of Trinidad
and Tobago rejected the argument that the human rights provisions
in question were merely a guide to the interpretation of statutes, and
not limitations on the competence of Parliament acting by its
ordinary procedure.D

) ~ Lh N1)<.' ',', ',,'. \. \\
Although no court has yet held ap. Act of Parliament invalid in

any ~~orted post-independence case in a West Indian 'state, there
can, it\{s submitted, be no real doubt that, in the light of decisions
of these and other jurisdictions and of the common understanding of
the legal profession, the courts would claim their competence to do
so on the grounds of unconstitutionality,10
).. ,This does not mean, of course, that it is no longer possible to
quibble as to the exact status in each of the constitutions of the
doctrine of parliamentary sovereignty. The-concept of sovereignty
is never notable in ~ny of its guises for its clarity of meaning. and
this has led judges on occasion Ito try and reconcile the existence of
judicial revi<!W of Acts of Parliament. with the sovereignty of Parlia- .

\
ment7Thus(!he Privy Council in Bribery Commissioner v. Ranasinghe I

,'took the trouble to assert that there was no inconsistency between
calling a Parliament .. sovereign It and holding it bound by the.!
limitations.: of.i its constituent instrument, arguing in effect that the : ~

definition ofParIiament may change for certain purposes without ;1'
Parliament ceasing to be sovereign in the sense of being able to passJ
any legislation without recourse to any other agency,H. On this latter

1 [1965J A.C. 172.
8 [1970) A.C. 538 (P.C.); (1967) 12 W.I.R• .5 (C.A. of Trinidad and Tobago).
• 12 W.J.R. .5, 8-9. 21-23, 35-36.

In In addilion to the Collymore case, legisbHon has been challenged unsuccess­
fully in Thompson v. Forrest (1967) 11 W.I.R. 296 (Jamaica) and Fetrie v. Aft.­
Gm. (1968) 174 W.I.R. 292 (Guyana). See also R. v. Ogle (1968) 11 W.I.R.
439, 442.

II (1965] A.C. 172. 200. Ct. Harris v. Mlnistu 0/ the Interior 1952 (2) S.A. 428,
464. ct. Barbados Constitution. s. 49; Trinidad and Tobago Constitution, s. 38.

/??*/

'" The author is Professor of La~, University of the West Indies. . .
1 Barbados Constitution (S.I. 1966 No. 1455, Schcd.), s. 1; G~yana ConstItutIon

(5 I 1966 No 575 2nd Sched. as amended in accordance WIth the 2nd Sched.
to' the Consti'tutio~ and by Guyana A,cts, 16 of 1968 and 1 of 1969), 5. 2;
Jamaica Constitution (S.I. 1962 No. 1550, 2nd Sched., as amen~ed by A~t. IS of
1971), s. 2 (the adjective" supreme" is absent from the lamalca~ provIsion).

1I Guyana Constitution, s. 79 (3): Trinidad and Tobago Constitution (S,I. 1962
No. 1875, 2nd Sched., as amended by Trinidad and Tobago Acts 13 of 1964, 22
or 1965 2S of 1968 and 1.5 of 1970), s. 44 (3).

3 See Ba;bados Constitution, 55. 23 (l) (a), 42, ~8, 49, 6.1 (~); Guyana Con­
stitution, 55. IS (I). 66, 69, 72, 73, 82 (4): !a~alca Constllutlon, 5S. 24 (1), ~8.

48 49 64 (3)' Trinidad and Tobago ConstitutIOn, 5S. 2, 36, 38, .50 (3). .
4 S' B~ard .. 'The Supreme Court-Usurper or Grantee?" 27 Pol/tical SCle"c~

Q,~arttrIY '(1912) p. I (collected in Essays I" CotUtft"tiotral Law (19.57), ed.
McCloskey),

II (1803) 1 Cranch. 137.
• 1952 (2) S.A. 428.

THE EXISTENCE OF JUDICIAL REVIEW OF LEGISLATION

THE independent West Indian states of Barbados, Guyana, J~ma.ica

and Trinidad and Tobago are no exception to the general reJectl.<:>n
by the majority of Commonwealth states, of the fundamental ~o.ctrIne

of United Kingdom constitutional14w, just as they are no exceptIOn to
the general trend in patterning their institution~ of government on the
.. Westminster model.t'~one of the constitutions has,.attempted. to
perpetuate the doctrine of the_legal omnipotence of ~ar1Jament act~ng

by its ordinary procedure~l AU the constitutions with the exceptIon
of that of Trinidad and To~ago contain a "supreme law ~t clause,
making law inconsistent therewith pro tanto void,1 and two/including
Trinidad and Tobago, provide that no bill sha~l, become law unless
passed in acc9rdance with the constit~ti~n--:f~Q~ite apart fro~ th~se
provisions, the constitutions abound wIth restrIctIons .on the ~eglsla~lve

authority of Parliament'} and regardless of the View which mIght
have been taken at the time of the drafting of the constitution 'of the
United States,4 ~suchrestrictions t()day naturaUY,s,~gge~tto the lawxer
the existence of' judicf3.i review -?(I~gi~lation;~, . .
',..The 'exi'stence of "the right of the courts to declare unconstItutIOnal
legislation invalid would seem, ,however, rately to be so obvious as
not to be worth challenging tn'litigation: ''-The'' battle' over this issue
which was fought in the Unit~'.~~~Jes in Marbury v. Madison,tl ~n

South Africa in Harris v. Minisi-eT' oj"the Interior,6 and in Cerl,on m
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argument, the <;qnstitutions..Qf I!arbados and Trinidad and Tobago
might be acimitted to incorporate .. a doctrine of parliamentary
sovereignty,' ~n Jamaica 12 and Guyana/s however, this reconciliation
is hardly possible. since certain types of constitutional change require
a referendum>'Fof what this sort of abstract conceptualism is worth,
therefore,,:it niay be concluded that Barbados and Trinidad share a

~.doctrine' of parl~amentary sovereignty with the United Kingdom, whiler ,.' - "
f Jamaica a'nd ~{Juyana have completely abandoned any vestiges of
, the doctrine.

.._---........:
THE POSITION OF THE COURTS

Notwithstanding that the direct issue of the competence of the courts
to pass on the validity of Acts of Parliament on constitutional grounds
appears to' admit of a clear answer in the West Indian states, it, 1s
possible to raise qu·estions. relating' to the possibility of frustrating
judicial review by less direct means. the solutions to which do not
so immediately present themselves.

The effectjyeness of judicial review. for instance, must depend to
a great extent on the independence of the judiciary and the security
of the courts" jurisdiction; J In the constitutions of the West Indian
states, the provisions relating to the appointment and tenure of the
higher judiciary appear to provide safeguards of judicial independence
comparable with those of other Coriimonwealth states.H The position
seems less satisfadory~ however, in relation to the /monopoly' in the
courts of final jurisdiction in constitutional matters. 'What is the value
of judicial review of legislation as a means of protecting the con­
stitution, if the legislature is able either to oust the courts" jurisdiction
or to create a new court" subservient to the legislature, to overrule
the ordinary courts?

The question, of the possibility of ousting the jurisdiction of the'
courts arises because of the piecemeal effect of those provisions in./'
the constitution which confe.r an entrenched jurisdiction on"the courts.
Thus there are provisions. such as the section of the Trinidad and
Tobago constitution applied in the Co/lymore case. III which guarantee
the jurisdiction of the High Court in cases w.here an infringement of
the human rights provisions is alleged.r Where appeals are concerned,
Barbados and Guyana guararitee~ appeals in human rights cases all
the way to the Privy Council;'in Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago,

12 Constitution, s. 49.
IS Constitution, s. 13.
U Barbados Constitution, 55. 81, 84, 89, 112; GUY81\fl Constitution, ss, 87, 88, 89,

90, 93, 115; Jamaica Constitution, SS. 97 (3), 98, 100, 101, 103 (4), 104, 106, 107.
111 ;. Trinidad Rnd Tobago Constitution, ss. 74 (2), 7S, 76, 78 (2), 79, 80, 83, 89.

15 Sec Barbados Constitution, s. 24; Ouyana Constitution, s. 19; Jamaica Con-
stitution. s. 2S; Trinidad and Tobago Constitution. s. 6.

the guaranteed right of appeal in human rights cases extends as far
as the Court, of Appeal:',' In all cases except Barbados, there is an
entrenched right of appeal to the Privy Council against a final decision
of the Court of Appeal involving a question as to the interpretation of
the constitutioI)., without any limitation to the human rights pro­
visions. le Strangely, this guarantee of a right of appeal without
limitation to human rights is not complemented by a similar provision
relating to original jurisdiction; the basic jurisdictional provision
provides in all the constitutions no more than that the Supreme Court
shall enjoy such jurisdiction as may be conferred by the constitution
or by any other law.l1 If the jurisdicti,on conferred by. the constitutio'Ji

~ for the purpose of this clause is no more than that which has been
e~pressly conferred. it would seem to follow that an ordinary Act of
Parliament could deny to the courts jurisdiction to adjudicate. for
example, on legislation purporting to alter the entrenching clauses of
the constitution.\1If this is the law, the foundations of :judicial review
appear to be less "firmly based than is desirable; and it is little comfort
to retlect that the great tradition of judicial review in the United
States has succeeded in developing in spite of a similar disability,lS
since the tame parliamentary majorities normal in West Indian states
are not a characteristic of the American system of government.

, Complementary to the question whether the jurisdiction of the
courts in constitutional cases can be taken away by the legislature
acting by its ordinary process ,is that whether the legislature can.
without formally depriving the courts of any jurisdiction, effectively
accomplish this result. by subordinating the courts established by the
constitution to a political and time-serving courV~f last instance.
This is the device which failed in the famous High Court 0/ Parliament

" case, when the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court· of South
Africa read into the South Africa Act stringent requirements as to
the criteria of a .. court." 19 This particular instance of judicial
creativity may be less necessary 'in the West Indian constitutions by
virtue of provisions substantially common to aU which guarantee

• 11 ~rb~dos Constitution. s. 87: Guyana Constitution. s. 92 (I); Jamaica Con­
stitutIOn, ss. 25 (3) and 110 (I) (c) i Trinidad and Tobago Constitution SlI 6 (4)
and 82 (I) (e). See Pierre v. Mbane/o (1964) 7 W.I.R. 433 and 'Pie~,.. v.
Mbane/o (No• •2) (1964) .' W.I.R. 476,. where the Trinidad and Tobago Court
of AP~I. demed the e~lstence. of a nght of appeal since ir had come to no
fi'lQ~ declsl~n ?n the pomt of mterpretation. The court's reasoning ignores the
obv.IOus objectIon that the court had made a final decision on the meaning of
the ,,:or~s .. may apply to the High Court for redress" in s. 6 (I) of the
Constltutlon. Ct. Petrie v. Alt.-Gen. (1968) 14 W.I.R. 292,297.

17 Barba~os. Constitution, s. 80 (I); Guyana Constitution, 's. 83 (I); Jamaica
• Conshtuho?, ~' 97 (I), 103 (1) j Trinidad and Tobago Constitution, s. 73.

I U.S. Constitution, Art. 3 (2): ex p. McCardle (1868) 7 Wall. 506. C/. Petrie v.
Alt.-Gen., supra, esp. at p. 296H.

III Minister 0/ tIre Interior v. Harris 1952 (4) S.A. 769.
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in both criminal and civil cases determination by an independent and
impartial tribuna1.20

Ohe efficacy of parliamentary devices to evade constitu~ional

review by the courts is capable of being related to that aspect of the
principle of the separation of powers which prohibits usurpation of
the judicial function by the legislature:) Although this prohibition
has been held by the Privy Council to be entrenched by implication
in the constitution of Ceylon in Iiyanage v. R .•21 the reasoning there
used may not be applicable to the West Indian constitutions. To the
extent that(ihe decision in Liyanage rests on the absence from the .
Ceylon constitution of any ptovision which could have removed
from the courts a jurisdiction that they previously enjoyed.22

the express establishment of the higher courts by the West Indian
constitutions." in contrast with the silence of the Ceylon constitution.
may preclude reliance on the theory of the survival of an attribute
of the pre-independence courts.

PROCEDURAL PROBLEMS

The potential dangers of the insecurity of the courts' final jurisdiction,
which have been discussed above. would probably only arise in the
context of a' concerted attempt by a majority of Parliamenf to
emasculate the cqu_rts; and it is. of course. always worth bearing in
mind that should matters ever come to such a pass. the society would
be likely to be approaching those unsettled political conditions in
which law. and partiCUlarly constitutional law. would be likely to have
only a minimal significance. The same could not be said. however,
of other possible difficulties in the way of judicial review which arise
from technical common law rules and whose effect might be unfor­
tunate if they were applied to the special legal context of a
" controlled" U constitution.

One such technicality is the old. chestnut concerning the com­
petence of the courts ,to go behind what appears on its face to be an
Act of Parliarnent.u(Since the West Jndi,an constitutions contain no

20 Barbados Constitution, s. 18 (1) and (8); Guyana Constitution, s. 10 (1) and
(8); Jamaica Constitution, s. 20 (1) and (2); Trinidad and Tobago Constitution,
s. 2 (e) and (f).

!I (1967] 1 A.C. 2.59.
22 Ibid. at PP. 286-288.
:13 See e.g. Barbados Constitution, s. 80 (1): "There shall be for Barbados a

Supreme Court of Judicature, consisting of a High Court and a Court of
Appeal. with such jurisdiction, powers and authority as may be conferred upon
those courts respectively by this Constitution or any other law" (italics sup­
plied). See also Guyana Constitution, s. 83 (1); Jamaica Constitution, ss. 97
(1), 103 (1); Trinidad and Tobago Constitution, s. 73.

U To use the terminology of Lord Birkenhead L.C. in McCawley v. R. [1920]'
A.C. 691, 104. ~

2S Edinburgh &; Dalkdtll Ry. v. WaucllOpe (1842) 8 CI. &. F. 710.72.5. r·

. (

unalterable provISIons. the fundamental objection to an unconsti­
tutional law must amount, it is submitted. to'no more than that the
appropriate procedure for amending the constitution has not been
followed~ In relation to those instances of constitutional amendment
where no agency outside Parliament is involved in the procedure. such
as is necessarily the castil~ Barbados and Trinidad and Tobag~. there
is obviously a colourable argument. based on English precedents.
that( the ~ourts cannot go behind the Act to look for a defect in
procedure.) Bribery Commissioner v. Rallasinghe recognised that the
Ceylon constitution covered this point by express provision by making
the Speaker's certificate conclusive.2

' In Harris v. Minister oj the
Interior. the court was able to discover the non-compliance with the
constitutional procedure on the face of. the instrument.27

This problem has recently been given new life in relation to
constit.utions such as those of the independent West Indian states by
the attItude taken by the Privy Council in the recent Sierra Leone case
of Akar.~' Att.-Gen.2I In that case. the plaintiff successfully challenged
the valIdIty of a purported amendment to the constitution of Sierra
Leo~e.29 The entrenching section of the constitution imposed two
requIrements by which the validity of the amendment was to be
tested"o The first requirement was that the amendment should have
~een passed by two successive sessions of the House of Representa­
tIves between which a dissolution of Parliament had intervened: no
pr~blem ar?s~ as to the evidence by which the failure to comply with
thIS prescnptton was established. Although the existence of this
defect in the attempted amendment of the constitution was sufficient
to determine the decision in the case. the Privy Council commented
also on the questioJ1 whether. as the entrenching section also required.
the purported amendment was to be treated as baving obtained a
two-t~irds majority in the House of Representatives. The printed
copy.of ~he .Act was indorsed merely as having been" passed" without
any mdlcatlon as to the majority received. I;>espite the fact that the
court was also considering in the.. same case the effect of another
~mendment to the constitution, passed in the same year. whose
md~rsement expre~sly. recited tha~_!be provisions of the entrenching
sectJon of the constItutIon h~d..been complied with,8l the Privy Council
refused.to accede to,t~.atgu.. ment. thoat it should be presumed that the
Act WhICh was noyso iD.-2;ossed had ~.~t complied with the requirement
of a ~~~-t?irds-majority:a2 ~Moreover. t~e Board did not suggest any
way t1l WhIChsuchll0n~C6mphancemIght ·otherwise be established. .

21 Ceylon 'Constitution, s. 29 (4); [196.5] A.C. 172, 19.5.
:: 19.52 (2) S.A. 428, 469. 28 [1970) A.C. 853.

Act No. 12 of 1962. .10 Sierra Leone Constituti n 43
31 Act No. 39 of 1962. u [1970J A;C. 853. 867-8:8.' s. .

!
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(The potential danger that can be posed to the effectiveness of
judicial review by the unwillingness of the c?urts to cast., by a
presumption such as that rejected in Akar's caseJ the burden of proof
on the party upholding the validity of the purported constitutional
amendment can more readily be appreciated when attention is drawn
to the statutory provision in Barbados which renders inadmissible
any evidence as to the proceedings of the lfouses of Parliament in
the absence of the permission of the Speaker or, where appropriate,
the President of the Senate.33'\Barbados attempts to meet the difficulty
by an ordinary statutory provision requiring that a statute amending
the constitution be indorsed with a recital of compliance with the
entrenching section.54 This example. however, has not yet been
followed in the other states 311; and, in any event. the provisions of
an ordinary statute necessarily lack the entrenched character needed
to secure the process of judicial review of legislation from evasion by
procedural stratagem.

\/ Another point which can be put as a question of procedure is the
1\ question of ianticipatory review after a measure has passed through

all parliam~ittary stages except that of the Royal or Presidential
Assent> It is hard to see how the substantial effectiveness of judicial
review bould turn on this question. but there is no doubt that such
anticipatory challenge often appe~rs to be particularly advantageous
to a litigant. The provisions of the West Indies ,constitutions which
might seem relevant differ from state to state. The Jamaican con·
stitution specifically prohibits certain measures from being presented
to the. Governor:'General for assent before the· requirements for
constitutional amendment have been satisfied,ao and the Barbados
constitution .may be read in the same sense'.By"The Guyana and
Trinidad constitutions. however. do not use language which similarly
invites judicial revi~n advance of the cowpJetion of the purported
legislative process.3'1l The different wording might be concefled to
determine the issue. but for the presence also in each of the ] amaica
and Barbados constitution'50f provlsions invalidating pro tanto laws
inconsistent with the cpnstitution 39: there seems to be a suggestion.

33 legislature (Privileges, Immunities and Powers) Act 1963 (No.6), s. 16. The
provision is more comprehensive than that of the Jamaican Act 1953 Rev.
Cap. 216, s. II. .

3t Interpretation Act 1966 (No. 10), s. 6, as amended by Interpretation Act 1970
(No. 32), s. 2. .

U The Trinidad and Tobago Constitution Amendment Act 1968 (No. 2.5) bears
certificates of the majorities required from the Speaker of the Huuse of Repre­
sentatives and the President of the Senate. This contrasts with the absence of
a similar certificate from, e.g.• the printed copy of the Guyana Constitution
Amendment Act 1969 (No. 1).

U 5S. 37. 49, 50, 60 (2).
31 s. 58 (2).
31 See Guyana Constitution, s. 79 (3); Trinidad and Tobago Constitution, s. 44 (3).
3t Barbados Constitution, s. 1; Jamaica Constitution. s. 2.

\

in recent authority relating to the construction of section 2 of the
Colonial Laws Validity Act.: that a provision for merely pro tanto
invalidation is somehow inconsistent with a right of anticipatory
challenge.•0

Yet another possible area of procedural difficulty lies in the field
of remedies. Where public law remedies are concerned. the heritage
of the common law is one of archaic complexity. and it would be
unfortunate if this legacy were to frustrate the effective operation of
judicial review of legislation.

In this regard. the provisions for the enforcement of the human
rights clauses might have appc:ared. in the absence of authority,
to be sufficiently comprehensive to enable the courts to surmount
many of these difficulties.n The provisions in question all require
sufficient, locus standi.u and, except in Trinidad and Tobago, also
require the court to be satisfied that no other adequate means of
redress was available to the applicant.u but otherwise the terms of
the sections in question. by conferring on the court power to .. make
such orders. issue such writs and give such directions as it may
consider appropriate for the purpose of enforcing or securing the
enforcement" of the human rights provisions. might have been
considered apt to remove the obstacles placed in the way of litigants
by the technical rules of procedure. The apparent comprehensiveness
of the human rights enforcement sections has, however. been restrkted
by judicial decision.

i In Pierre v. Mbanelo.u the applicant was denied redress because
the Cour~ of Appeal of Trinidad and Tobago held that the originating
summons. taken out by the defendant was not a petrnissible_meaos~

of setting the process of the court in motion in the absence of
s~atutory authorisation of that mode of proceeding) and. by implica­
tIOn. that ,the constitutional provision recognising the right of
application to the court for redress did not constitute such authorisa­
tion. \In the more recent Guyanese case of Jaundoo v. Att.-Gen./'
however. the ,Privy Council rejected the view of Boilers C.]. at first
instance and Stoby C. in the Court of Appeal that the particular relief
claimed by the plaintiff could not be sought by originating motion~
The Board did not dispute that section 19 (6) of the constitution,

<10 R~diOu~ioll Ltd•. v. Alt.-Gen. (llollg Kong) (1970) A.C. 1136, per Lord Pearce
(dIssenting for dJlferent reasons) 1169.

<II Barbados.C;0nstitutlon, s. 24; Guyana Constitution, s. 19; Jamaica Constitution
s. 25; Tnmdad and Tobago Constitution, s. 6. "

42 See t~e ~ords .. in relation to him" in .Ba~bados Constitution, s. 24 (1); Guyana
Const!tut!on, 5. 19 (1); Jamaica Constituhon, s. 2S (1); Trinidad and Tobago

3 ConstItutIon. 5••6 (1). See also Coliymore v. AIt,Gen. [1970] A.C. 538, 549.
4 Barba~os Constitution, s. 24 (2); Guyana Constitution, s. 19 (2)' Jamaica

Constitution, s. 25 (2). '
44 (1964) 7 W.I.R. 433. See above, note 16.
45 [1971] 3 W.l.R. 13 (P.C.); (1968) 12 W.I.R. 221 (C.A. Guyana).

I 1
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which authorises Parliament to make provision with respect to the
practice and procedure of the High Court in relation to the jurisdic­
tion conferred upon that court in human rights matters, would have
permitted Parliament so to restrict applicants for redress for violations
of human rights to particular forms of procedure; but in the absence
of any such provision by Parliament, it was open to the applicant to
choose any of the methods by which the court could be approached.

But although· the Jaundoo decision may have freed the human
rights enforcement provisions of the constitutions from one type of
restrictive judicial interpretation. overruling sub silentio, it is sub-·
mitted, the decision in Pierre v. Mbanefo,u it also establishes that the
principle whereby coercive remedies may not be granted against the
Crown 46 remains unaffected by the unqualified wording of those
provisions. In this respect, the Board upheld the decision of the
Guyana Court of Appeal. The reasoning of the Privy Council does
not go substantially beyond the technicality that the sovereign's courts
cannot coerce the sovereign; but it may not unreasonably be suspected
that the reluctance to issue a brutum fulmen is the more substantial
motive behind the patent ind1ffer~nce of the Privy Council and the
Guyana Court of Appeal to the unambiguous words of the
constitution.

Where constitutional issues other than those relating to human
rights are concerned, the silence of the constitution on the question
of the courts' jurisdiction can hardly produce any better result than
in the instance where the jurisdiction is expressly conferred; and that
silence poses the additional hazard that, as has been argued above,
the jurisdiction of the courts. already hampered by some of the
paraphernalia of the technicalities of procedure,41 may also be at the
mercy of an ordinary Act of Parliament.

THB FUNCTION OF THB JUDICIARY

It is submitted that the foregoing analysis of the provisions of the
j West Indian constitutions directly relevant to judicial review of the
i validity of legislation shows that, notwithstanding the clarity of the in-
! tention to provide for such review. there are enough Jl9!~mt~
~lacunae in the system to pose the threat that, should the constttu:'

"( doiis be judicially interpreted by following mechanically the usual
canons of statutory interpretation. ,the courts might in the .process

(
abdicate all too easily the responsibilities conferred on them by the
constitution. Rather than permit this result, it is to be hoped tbat,
U The principle appears mUlatb mutandis to survive Guyana's change to repub­

lican status: [1971] 3 W.I:'R. 13, 21-22; Republic Act 1970 (No.9), s. 4 (1).
4.1 ct. R~ Maharal (1966)·10 W.J.R. 149.

the courts will eschew narrow positivist analysis for a more con­
st~uctive view of .the~r function of making a reality of their guardian­
ship of the constltutJon. There are no difficulties in the texts of the
constitutions which cannot be satisfactorily resolved if the efficacy
of( the process of judicial review of legislation is regarded as an'
overriding principle of the interpretation of the constitution.'! I

Unfortunately, the adoption of such a principle might seem
t~ cal~ for a spirit of jUdicial assertiveness which would be out of
hne WIth traditional theories of the judicial function in constitutional'
interpret~tion. ~ud?~s have f~equently paid lip-service at any rate
to doctrmes of JudJCIaI restramt such as that which prescribes that
a case should ~o~ be decided ~n a _~?ystitutional point where another
ground of deCISion presents ltsel~ But it is difficult to believe
that the jurisprudence of judicial review of legislation which has
accumulated in .~ommon law countries could ever have reached
such massive proportions if these principles of judicial self-restraint
h~d been applied as consistently as the reverence paid to the theory
mIght suggest. !hese doctri~es. of judicial restraint are, it is sug­
ges~ed, .hardly likely to prejUdICe seriously the course of judicial
revle~ m the West Indian states as long as the judiciary, albeit
adhermg to such doctrines of the Privy Council and the Supreme
Court of the United States, nevertheless emulates also the disregard of
those doctrines which it is arguable that those courts sometimes
demonstrat<;-in practice. 49

Does'.the record of the judiciary to date furnish enough material
from .whJch to d~duce the existence of a common pattern of be­
haviour in constitutional cases? The cases actually challenging the
validity. ~f legislatio~ are.so few that they can hardly be capable

.of provIdmg substantial eVIdence of a trend; but, even if those cases
were to s~t ~h~. patter~ for the future, they light no clear path either
towards JudICial cautIOn or towards judicial aggrandisement. The
~rivy C:0un~l decision in Collymore's case,5O that industrial stablisa­
hon leglsl~t~on was valid because the right to strike was not protected
by the Tnmdad and Tobago constitution's guarantee of freedom of
assembly, might arguably have been reached by a court consisting of

41 ct., ~.g., Att.-Gen: (Canada) v. Alt.-Gen. (Onlorio) [1937] A.C. 326, 349. Such
doctnnes are partlcu]arly highly developed in the United States: see Ashwonder

4& v. Tennessee Valley 1ulhorlty, 297 U.S. 288, 346-348 (1936). C/. note 43, SUpra.
Se~ K,!rloppe~. v. Wtjeslnha, where the Privy Council decided a constitutional
pomt 10 addition to a ~rocedural point which would. on the Board's own
,showin., have been suffiCient for the decision: [I 968J A.C. 717, 745; (1968)
'Annual Surv~y 01 Commonwealth Law 80. Contrast also the ratio of the U S
Su,?reme Court's decision in Morgan v. Virginia, 328 U.S. 373 (1946) with th~

. rOIl.ones of Mitchell v. U.S". 313 U.S. 60 (1941) and Boynton v. Virginia, 364
U.S. 4.54 (1960). See also Blckei ill 75 Harv.L.R. (196]) 40 .57' Pollak In 49
Calif.L.R: (1961) 15, 38-40. ' ,

50 (1970) A.C. 538. See (1970) P.L. 105 (Zellick).



55 Jamaica Constitution, s. 1 (1). See also Trinidad and Tobago Constitution
s. 105 (1). Contrast Barbados Constitution, s. 26 (I) and Guyana Constitution'
s. 18 (I), confining the saving provision to .. written" iaw. •

lit (1964) 7 W.I.R. 433. See supra, p. 283.
51 (1966) 10 W.I.R. 149.
sa (1968) 12 W.I.R. 221 (reversed [1971] 3 W.L.R. 13). See supra. p. 283 .

..,!, (1966) 9 W.I.R. 465.
eo See ~ebb v. Min/fter 01 Housing [1965] 1 W.L.R. 755; APlismink Ltd. v.

ForeIgn CompensatIon Commission [1969] 2 A.C. 147. See also the following
Guyanese cases: Re Langhorne's Application (1969) 14 W.I.R. 353; Re Sarran',
Application (1969), 14 W.I.R. 361; Re Chichester (not yet reponed). Civil Appeal
No. 29, 1969. . .

.. NobreK.a v. Alt.-Gen. (1967) 10 W.I.R. 187. 192, 208 (reversed by the Privy
Council [19691 3 All E.R. 16(4); Re Chichester, supra.

n Per Cummings I.A. (1967) 10 W.I.R. 187, 208.
u ~e Chi(~ester, supr~. The issues posed by such non-justiciability clauses were

s~lently Sidestepped In Re Malrarai, supra (see Trinidad and Tobago Constitu­
tion, s. 63 (2» and Thompson v. Forrest, supra (see Jamaica Constitution
s. 38 (2». '

,
to the interpretation clause.:!5 (In Pierre v. Mbanefo/'6 Re Maharaj 51

and Jaundoo v. AIt.-Gen.,58 the Trinidadian and Guyanese Courts
of Appeal have sidestepped the consideration of substantial consti­
tutional issues by nonsuiting litigants on niceties of procedure;t In the
Jamaican case of Re Fisher/,e Hercules J. took a non-justIciability
clause at its face value in a manner uncharacteristic of recent
English decisions.oo As against these instances, it seems possible to
cite only the decision of the Jamaica Court of Appeal reversed by
the Privy Council in Nasralla's case, 'and the view taken more than
once by the Guyana Court of Appeal that the coming into force of
the constitution has given civH servants a tenure of office capable
of judicial protection.u In one of the Guyanese cases, the Crown's
right of dismissal at pleasure was regarded by one judge as incon­
sistent with the constitutional protection of property rights,n while
in another case a civil servant was held, in the face of an explicit
non-justiciability clause in the constitution to have been invalidly
dismissed.U

Although it is conceivable that some of the cases already decided
may tum out in future retrospect to have been points of crucial
decision, it seems in the last resort difficult to conclude other­
wise than that the position is still doubtful. Time may also reveal
what the sparseness of the ca~e law makes difficult to ascertain at
present, that di~erent judicial stances may become habitual in different
jurisdictions, and that different solutions may regularly be found in
the different states to hardly distinguishable problems of construction.
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daring innovators as well as one consisting of those to whose feet
fear had given wings.:!1 The decision of Smith J. in the Jamaican
case of Thompson v. Forrest 32 at first sight seems to be a signpost
in the direction of caution. in so far as the decision has the conse·
quence that universal adult suffrage is not constitutionally protected
in Jamaica, and that what is required by the constitution is merely
that those enjoying the right to vote by the ordinary law should be
enabled to exercise that right; but undesirable though the result
may be. the reasoning by which it was arrived at can scarcely be
faulted for failing to give the words of the constitutional provisions
their natural English interpretation. Section 37 of the constitution.
with which the impugned law was alleged to be inconsistent, lists
the conditions to be satisfied before a person could be .. qualified ..
for registration as an elector; section 38 provides that the electoral
law should ensure, as far as practicable, that any person "entitled"
to vote should have a reasonable opportunity of so doing. The con­
stitution does not provide in terms what constitutes .. entitlement ..
to vote, and section 39. dealing with qualifications for membership
of the Houses of Parliament, uses the term" qualified" in a sense
manifestly incapable of being equated with the term .. entitled." In
concluding that section 37; on qualifications for voters, conferred no
entitlement to vote, Smith J. was merely concluding that the term
.. qualified" ought to bear the same meaning in sections 37 and 39.

Cases raising constitutional points other than the validity of
legislation may also, of course, provide an indication of the likely
stance of the courts where the validity of legislation is in question.
If regard is had to such cases, there is more evidence to draw on.
n would hardly be expected. of course, that any pattern would not
be subject to exceptions; but With that qualification, the corpus of
case law to date may be considered to leave the impression on balance
that judges in the Privy Council and in the West Indian courts are not
at all anxious to fulfil a creative role in' constitutional cases.

In D.P.P. v. Nasralla,58 the Privy Council extended to common
law rules the protection the constitution of Jamaica gave to pre­
existing laws from challenge on human rights grounds.u The con­
stitution admittedly defined ulaws " as including unwritten law. but
the Privy Council omitted to use such judicial leeway as might have
been given by the" unless the context otherwise requires" proviso

..._-.,&1 C/. Cummings l.A. dissenting in laundoo v. AtI.-Gen. (1968) 12 W.I.R. 221
. at 261., .

. 62 (1967) 11 W.I.R. 296.
53 [1967] 2 A.C. 238.
U Jamaica Constitution, s. 26 (8) and (9). See also Barbados Constitution, s. 26;

Guyana Constitution, s. 18; Trinidad and Tobago Constitution, s. 3.
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