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THE RIOT ACT (1714)
(1 Geo. I stat. 2 c. 5)

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS
~:',',tIOn Page

1. Twelve persons or moreunlawfullya..<>sembled after the last day of July, 1115.
and not dispersing after commanded by one justice, etc., by proclamation.
shall be adjudged felons. • • • • • . • . • . . . • • ., 522

2. How the proclamation shall be made .. .. .. .. •• •. SU
3. Per:;ons so assembled and not dispersing within an hour to be seized and if they

make resistance. the persons killing them, etc" to be indemnified. . .. 523
). Opposing. etc., the making such proclamation, feiony without benefit of clergy 52-.
7 ThiS Act to be read at the qu~rter sessions, etc, . . . . . . • . 524
'\ Prosecution within twelve months . . . . .. . . . . .. j2-f

_ioz .-{ct jor preventing Tumfdts and ri,i/oft~ Assemblies, and for the mOTe
sj)t'td)' and effectual punishing thc' Hi ;<'as [rc'~3]

:',,~ s!1()rt title" The Riot Act," w:lssiv,' ',. ,I,> \t't :'" :!w :~!',{,rt Tit,e, :\'~l, 1-:'/'

11 WILL. 3 C.'· 12

(Crimes by Governors of Colonies). (1698-9)

An Act to punish Governors of Plantations in this K.ingtltnll!Of Crimes by
, them committed in the PlaJll4tions [loBI]'

Nortbern Ireland. This Act does not apply.

How and where oppressions by iovernors, etc., of plantations
abroad tried.-If any governor lieutenant governor deputy governor or
commander in chiele of any plantation or colony within his Majesties
ilominions beyond the seas shall after the first day of August one. thousand
seven hundred be guilty of oppressing any of his Majesties subjects beyond
the seas within their respective governments or commands or shall be
guilty of any other crime or offence contrary to the laws of this realme or
in force within their respective governments or commands such oppressions
crimes and offences shall be enquired of heard and detennined in his Majesties
Court of Kings Bench here in England or before such commissioners and
in such county of this reaIme as shall be assigned by his Majesties com­
;ni"sion and by good and lawfull men of the same county and that such
punishments shall be inflicted on such offenders as are usually inflicted for
llffences of like nature committed here in England. [1082]

NOTES
St'e the Administration of Justice (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1933 (c. 36),

S I q) and First Schedule, pp. 1066, 10(><). post. by which the provisions of that Act
relating to the abolition of grand juries are excepted from applying to an indictment
made under this Act.

:\ny plantation or colony. This Act applies only to govemors and commanders~

in-"hief (.1 colonies. Its scope was considerably enlarged by the Crimina.l Jurisdiction
..l,(t, ISOl (c. 35) ; see note to s. I of that Act, p. 596, post.
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RIOT ACT (1714) (c. 5)

15. (R~'p. by tlttC .~'.L.R. Act, 1867 (t, 5Ci,)

16. How commissions for trial of offences within the "
ports to be directed.-Provided alwaics ... that whensoever,;::
commission for the try'all and punishment of the offences aforesai~ or;~
of them shall be directed or sent to any place within the jurisdiction .~

cinque ports that tht.:n every such commission shall be directed unto:
lord warden of the cinque-ports for the' time h\'ing or to his lieutenaJit
unto such otO('r p<>fsons as the lord high chanceHor or ke.:'per of the,
seale of England for the time being or commissioners for the custo
the great seale shall name and appoint And likewise that every inq11i
and tryall to be had by vertue of such commission soc directed and
to any place in the 5."\id cinque-ports shall bt' made and had by the inhabit
of the said cinque-ports or the members of the same any thing in
to the contrary [thereofl] notwithstanding [IO/9]

17. Seamen, etc., deserting.-And for the prevention
deserting of merchant shipps abroad in parts h('yond the seas wI1 Z

_
1
.:':';"

chie-Ie occasion of their turning pirates and of great detriment
and navigation in generall .' .. all such seamen officers or saylors who~~~.c.'
desert the shipps or vessels wherein thev are hired to serve for that vnva#e~
shall for 'Such offence forfeite all such wages as shall be then due to
them [1080]

NOTE
.-\5 to de:wrtiun, ~('C \Ier·:hant Shipping ~\ct, 1:"H (c, !jo), s. 22t, title Shipping and

Naviga.tiun, \"ol.~3.
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0" th('n)]mnj·,~~jlH1l'rsfor tryall of pirates appointed by this Act sba
and ann the said nille and twent1t:th day of September one
seaVt'n hnndred have tht~ sole power and authority of trying
dct,'nnint'ing th(" said crimes and offences within all or any of the
and pla.ntations in America govt~nled by proprietors or under
charters from the Crowne and of bringing the offenders to condi~
ment and shall and may issue forth their warrant or warrants for the)
and apprehending of any pirates felons or robbers upon the ..
confederates or accessaries being within any of the said colonies
tations in order to their being brought to tryall within the ~~
other plantation in America according to this Act or sent into Erif
be tryed there and . . . aU and every govprnour and govem~~

and persons in authority in the said colonies and plantations ad
[by proprietors l

] or under charters as aforesaid shall assist the c
and their subordinate officers in doeing their duty and alsoe in the
of such warran ts and otherwise and shall deliver up to such
or commissioners officer or officers any pirates felons and robbers
sea and their confederates and accessarics in orner to their being
sent into England· as aforesaid any letters patents grants or
government in and about the said plantations or other usages
had or made to the contrary notwithstanding. [1078]

NOTE
28 Hen. 8 c. 15. This is the Offences at Sea Act, 1536 (c. IS), p. 479.

aho note to s. 7, p. 517. anie.

18. (Rtf" I?", q i!'~'n. 4. ,.3 1 Ir~'2.s'),~. :. ';

1:ii7-r f i:i,_cd ;.. ,11 ::~> rr-~i,
'onhern he-Ian II. Thi:, .\d d f" .. ' ,(

. 'l. '. 4', . i i ~_;

['l"~ I\~it:;! },-;~i ~.lt~l ~,,:,;,.~



RIOT ACT (1714) (C. 5), s. 3 523
NOTES

Where words a.re omitted (as shown by tbe insertiul of stops) in any of the sections
ot' this Act, and there is no special note stating why, the words omitted are merely the
fl)rmal enacting words which were repealed by the S.L.R. Act, 1888 (c. 3).

The proclamation must be read verbatim and in its entirety (R. v. Child (1830 ). '"
C. & P. H2; 15 Digest 6..8, 6907). ..

If the proclamation is read mOTe than once, the period of one hour is to be computed
from the time of the first reading (R. v. Woolcock {1833}, .5 C. 4P. 516; 15 Digest
643. 6833).

Northem Ireland. Cf. 27 Ceo. 3 c. 15 (1187) (It.), s. :I.

3. Persons so assembled and not diapersina within an hour to
be seized and if they make resistance, the persons kilUnt them, etc.y

to be indemnified.-And ... if such persons so unlawfully, riotously,
and tumultuously assembled, or twelve or more of them, after proclamation
made in manner aforesaid. shall continue together, and not disperse
themselves within one hour. that then it shall and may be lawful. to and
for every justice of the peace, sheriff or under-sheriff of the county where
such assembly shall be. and also to and for every high or petty °constable,
and other peace-officer within such county, and also to and for every
mayor, justice of the peace, sheriff. bailiff, and other head officer. high
cr petty constable, and other peace-officer of any city or town-corporate
\Itht>re such assembly shall be, and to and for such other person and
persons as shall be commanded to be assisting Wlto any such justice
of the peace, sheriff or Wider-sheriff. mayor, bailiff, or other head officer
aforesaid (who are hereby authorised and impowered to command all
his ~fajesties subjects of age and ability to be assisting to them therein)
to seize and apprehend, and they are hereby required to seize and appre­
hend such persons so unlawfully, riotously. and tumultuously continuing
together after proclamation made as aforesaid. and forthwith to carry
the persons so apprehended before one or more of his Majesties justices
of the peace. of the COWlty or place where such persons shall be SO appre­
hended, in order to their being proceeded against for such their offences
according to law; and that if the persons so unlawfully, riotously, and
tumultuously assembled, or any of them, shall happen to be killed, maimed,
or hurt in the dispersing. seizing, or apprehending, or endeavouring to dis­
perse, seize, or apprehend them, by reason of their resisting the persons so
dispersing, seizing, or apprehending, or endeavouring to disperse, seize. or
lpprehend them, that then every such justice of the peace, sheriff, tmder­
sheriff, mayor, bailiff, head officer, high or petty constable, or other peace­
officer, and all and singular persons, being aiding and assisting to them, or
any of them, shall be free, discharged, and indemnified, as well against the
Kings Majesty, his heirs and successors, as against all" and every other
person and persons of, for, or concerning the killing, maiming, or hurting
of any such person or persons, so unlawfully, riotously, and tumultuously
assembled, that shall happen to be so killed, maimed, or hurt as aforesaid.

[1086]
NOTES

Effect of not readintl proclamation. A riot is not the less a. riot beca.use the
;)r-'<:iamation has not been rea.d, a.nd a.uthori-;l~d per')uos a.nd even private individuals
:re ;u:-,:if:t:'d ir. ilh{)(:rsing the doters (R, \'. Flm:ey 11"33). 6 C. & p, 81; 15 Digest 6H,
j'')~", ;o,imi!allv, :>lIch a.cti.,IQ m;.ij' lx~ t;,kt:'ll .,£1I'r the pT,jdanl<\!ion has been read.

..:~ ~~' J\~(:~ ;/l',~,/:~~'l';:n(,J{;~;~:~ ::::.i.l,~j;~~:c~l~;~;L,(;s. II!> "~;l\~) L.~.~,;, ~~;~.;~;"~~~~~i\.:~~;~n'~~i::~
; .,';J : ..ut:;;C:;i, 5. p. 5':~, P,):,tj.
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rOt. ~ Twelve persons or more unlawfully assembled after:
last day of July, 1715, and not dispersing after commanded by::
justice, etc., by proclamation, shall be adjudged felons.-lf
pt'rsons, to the number of twelve or more, being unlawfully, riotously. '
tumultuously a:.-sembleJ together, to the disturbance of the pubJick
at any time after the last day of July in the year of our Lord one th
seven hundred and fifteen, and being required or commanded by,
or more justice or justices of the peace. or by the sheriff of the coan
bis under-sheriff, or bv the mayor, bailiff or bailiffs, or other head
or justice of the peace of any city or town-corporate, where such 8! ~.~
shall be. by proclamation to be l:~:1Je in the Kings name, in the".
hereinafter directed. to disperse themselves, and peaceably to del
their habitations or to their lawful busines....;, shall to the number of
or more (notwithstanding such proclamation made) unlawfully, rio .' '
and tumultuously remain or continue together by the space of one ."''''
after such command or request made by proclamation, that then
continuing together to the number of twelve or more, after such co
or request made by proclamation, shall be adjudged felony, . .. [IIi:

NOTES ),
The words omitted a.t the end of this section were repealed by the S.L.a

1888 (c. 3)"

Common law riot. As to the necessary elements of the offence of riot, whi
a misdemeanour at common law, see 9 Halsbury's Laws (znd Edn.) 314, and
Di~est 640. 047. ..

To constitute riot a.t common law. three I)[ more persons must be assembled toge
whereas to constitute a riotous a...ssel1lbiv under this statute, twelve or more pet'SOI!
necessary, who shail remain riotously together for Dne hour after proclamation haa
made in tIle form and manna prescnbed by the -;tatutc. As to rjllt by sea.~.
see the SlUpping Ut!t'nce,o; .\ct. 1793 :c. 67}, p. 569. post.

PuniShment. The offence under the sta.tute is fl~!ony, the punishment for
was death. ThiS was abolished tn this and certain other cases bv the Punishm,
Offences Act, 1'~J7 (c, 91), S. I, p. 6.U, post, and the present maXimum punish
penal servitude for life.

Northern Ireland. Cf. 27 Gen, 3 c. 15 {liS7) <IL). s, L By theCapitalPtinish
(Ireland) .-\ct, l"'-l~ :t:, ,,::j). s, 'l, the p1misnment is penal servitude for life or not
than three years df impnsonment not exceeding two years with or without hard lab.",

'"' -;-';;':;:,~::","l..' C"'-

2. How the proclamation shall 'be made.-And ... the order-
i
' < ,:~ •

and fonn (d ~ht; proc1amat ions that shall be made by the authority of this"":~~:.
Act shall ~ dS hen~after folluweth. (that is to say) the justice of the peace

t
",ti;#;.1'>

or other person authorized by this Act to make the said proclamation;'. '~?
shall, amung t he said rioters, or as near to them as he can safely comer;.i.U~\
with a loud voice command or cause to be commanded silence to be whi~il,~<
proclamation is making and after that, shaH openly and with loud voice"
make or cause to be made proclamation in these words, or like in effect!;,~;
Our sovereign lord the King chargeth and commandeth all persons, bein{,:
assembled', immediately to disperse themselves, and peaceably to depaJ.'t,
to their habitations or to their lawful business, upon the pains contain~"
in the Act made in the first year of King George, for preventing tum~t~, '.. :
and riotous assemblies, God save the Ku;tg:.; '~~:.,,_
And every such justice and justices of the peace, sheriff, under-s~n'l!> ;{<

mayor, bailiff, and other head officer aforesaid, within the limits of thetr . ;:;'
rt'~pecti\'e jUfi~dicti()ns, arc hereby authorised, impowered, and required.
on TllJtice ; ~r ln' \'\'If'i,:ge of allY such unlawful, ridtous, and tumul~uotL';;

") ,;' ;-t t ) l '>:e plai'~ ',dwl"(: such unhnvful, ri<;tuus, and tl1n111I"',
L:·;us 1""'<':111 ii! l,,:!'~,(;lh lJJ th~ nu:nbt·r of twdve (ir 1,):,((', ;"ad
L:'il' 1,; .1'" i'J b<;' rn:l,Lk Hudamd.t ;"a in manncr a.fUfc",;lid.

. r it,'~) J... ~



. , " --r···.......ut·u. it d
}I ,"" ,," '",f " ,"{.~,LI1((', mn It 1,'<', !,ICC6l>~'~Y th,lt ti nrlt should "a"I,'

Ii i,;, 'I' ",' -"J'lflJl ')'(r'fli I,' I ~" ,'.. , !. { ~"NUt/I, I jl,1 J " i, J'~;!dl. .,re!t." ,If! tI.SStITI,I!:i!-t;. Ii J1('rsons gi\thorcd t~t
il.l '1,,1: ;1 ;:11;,I;"lC(;-.; Ih;,t tilt' :1', tlL,ll CUOilUlssi:m ',·f;~ rj"t is t'l be apprehended (]t,
'Ii'~t'i i~·;: ') (' & P. J5.1: 15 VIK,,,t 1>49, (H)]Jl.

rhlnHl~e to buildings. .\s til nlJt''!l~ denwlitlOll of or damage to buildings.e
s('e the \L\E\H1ll'i P;.l.magc .\ct, 1801 'l.'. '>7). ,,~, II, fl, p. 756. 11)i1.d.

Sc,.' :~b(, tilt' H.Int (Dama~e:;) ,\ct. 1" ....0 ie . .Vn. title Pulice, Vol. 18.
Supprt"sslon of rJ()ts. See nok VI [7 Hie, .: C S (IJ9j-4). p...66. ante. for stan.

dt>aJHlj{ WI!!l :hc' 'iUpPf(~ssi()n of riflto;.

Northern IreJilnd. Cf. ;liGen. J Co J5 (178 71 {lr.},s. 4<\Od 3 Geo. J C. 19 (J76 j) (1
:\s to rl,>tr:rs interiering with the storage, (~~\rriage or export of corn. ,tour e~

potatoes or de~troying huildings or goods manufactured or unmanufa.ctured 0r:".,,~
engine of allY colliery or mine. seelJ & .Lf Geo. 3 c. :.20 (1783-4) (Tr.). ss. 7 and 8, .'
puni'lhnlent. $('(~the Capital Punishment (Ireland) Act. 18.p (c. 28). s".

As to riotous demolition of or da.mage to buildings, see Malicious Damage,
1861 (c. 97). SS. J r, 12. p. 7.56. post.

As to injuries and violence with intent to hinder the exportati,,'1 vi cum. ~,
Ceo. 3 c. 7 (Inr) (Cr.). ~,

4. (Rep. by 7 & 8 Ceo. 4- c. 27 (1~326-j), s. r.)

5. Opposin$1, etc., the makinl1 such proclamation, felony wftb
benefit of cler~y.-Provided always.... that if any person or pe: ..
do or shall. with force and anns, wilfully and knowingly oppose, obs
or in any manner wilfully and knOWingly lett, hinder, or hurt any
or persons that shaH begin to proClaim or go to proclaim according to .
proclamation hereby directed to be madp-, whereby such prodamatii
shall not be made. that then every such opposing, obstructing. lett'·
hindring, Of hurting ,--uch persnn or persons so begirinin~ or going to
such proclamation as aforesaid. shall be adjudged felony.... ; and t
also every such person and persons so being unlawfully, riotously,
tumultuousl\' assembled, to the number of twelve, as ;doresaid, or m
to whom ~m;damatinn should elf uught tl) have been made if the same
not been hmdred as aforesaid. shall likev.'ise in case they or any of t
to the nmnher of twelve or m"re, shall cCln~inue togctht>r. and not dispel
themselves.\"ithin one hour after such let t ur hindrance so made, ha .
knowledge d :;uch lett or hindrance so made, shall be adj udged felons, .•

[1087
NOTES

The wIlrd:-: omitted in this sectj"!l wpre repcal~>d;)y the S.L.R ,\ct, 1888 (c. 3).
The puni'~Jnlellt. formerly death. is Ilt)W penal 'ervitude fur liie; see note to s.

n. 522. ,mte

• Northern Ireland. Cf. 27 Geo. .:. c. Ij (1787) .J r ), s. 3. '\5 tn puniShment, see
to S. J, p. 522 .wte.

6. (R:~i')· ~y 7 & 8 Geo. 4 c. 27 (1826-7). s. 1.)

7. This Act to be read at the quarter sessions, etc.-And ..
this Act shall be i)penly read at every quarter-sessions, and at every leet
or law-day. [lOSS]

:'IlOTE
This pr(J\"i~if:in is no longer observed.

8. Prosecution within twelve months.-pfl)vickd always, that
person ,)[ per:; ms shall he prosecuted by virtue of this .\,~t for any uffence
or utf,="no:s ", rmitted contrary to the same, mtle~s ~l:!'il prosecution be
commenced \'v'j'hin twelve months afkr the offence cummitti.:d. [Io89]

NOTES
.. :\fntlchs" I:r"'lr'1;d>ly means Jun;u,' rn[)nt~b. thb ,,;tat.lfc b('ing prior to

'.. ' !':"'q Ie, (3), s. 3. tit; .., ~LH:;t·,,·s, V,,1. ~4 : ;-'.'(' ;1!';1! Lacun v .
... ~ ;};'YUl1er v, ~~.r" r~~, j '__~o~.,. ~ i :i JCj) .1": j'c3g,~ __,t ;~l)!t ...JIJ.

_ ~ L,.

Northern Ireland. 27 Gco. J c. I.S (1787' (Ir.), s. u, providc$ that no !'CTsnn may~
prosecuted (or any ()fll:n~:c .under that Act unless the prosecution be cnmmcnccd ~'lt~ln
·'IH' H'ar after the. cOll~m.ls"'lOn of t~c offence. By 3 Ceo. 3 c. 19 (17fIJ) (Ir), a sl~n~lac
limitation as ~o tIme. IS Imposed wl~h res~t to offences c.ommitted by persons aldlOg
ill the dispersmg of nuts and arresting the noten.

9. 10. (Application to Scotland.)

THE PIRACY ACT, 1717
(4 Geo. I c. II)

An Act . .. for declaring the Law "t4pon some Points ,elating to Pi,ates
[1090 ]

The short title wa..~ given to this Act by the Short Titles Act, 1896 (c. 14).
The words omitted in the long title were repealed by the S.L.R. Act, 1887 (c. 59).
Northern Ireland. This Act d~ not apply.

(JVlrole Act except s. 7 rep. by 7 0- 8 Geo. 4 c. 27 (1826-7), s. I.)

7. Offenders against the Act 11 Will. 3 c. 7, may be tried as is
directed by 28 Hen. 8 c. 15.-And be it hereby declared, that all and
every person and persons who have committed or shall commit any offence
or offences, for which they ought to be adjudged, deemed, and taken to
be pirates, felons, or robbers by an Act made in the Parliament holden in
the eleventh and twelfth years of the reign of his late Majesty King William
the Third, intituled " An Act for the more effectual suppression of piracy,"
may be tryed and judged for every such offence in such manner and fonn
as in and by an Act made in the twenty eighth year of the reign of King
Henry the Eighth is directed and appointed for the tryal of pirates, and
shall and ought to be utterly debarred and excluded from the benefit of
clergy for the said offences, any law or statute to the contrary thereof in
:my wise notwithstanding. [r091]

NOTES
This Act was repea.led so far as relates to punishment of piracy and offences

declared to be piracy and punishment of accessories thereto by s.· 1 (repealed) of the
Piracy Act, 1837 (c. 88) ; see now that .\ct, p. 641, fXJst.

This section makes persons who have committed offences punishable under 1 I \Vill. 3
c. 7 (16<')8-9), p. 516, (mte, liable under the provisions of the Offences at Sea Act. 1536
(c. 15). p. 479. ante.

Benefit of clergy. This was abolished as to commons and clergy by the Criminal
Law .-\.ct, 1827 (c. 28), s. 6, p. 630, post, and as to peers by the Felony Act,,1841 (c. 22),
~it1e Peerages and Dignities, Vol. 17·

Act of 11 & 12 Will 3. The Act referred to is II Will. 3 c. 7 (16<)8-<)), p. 516.
.mte.

Act of 28 Hen. 8. The Act referred to is the Offencl:'S at Sea Act, 1536 (c. IS),
p. 479, ante.


