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Mrs B, L, Miller appeared for the Crown.
Mr., %, Khan appeared for the Appellant,
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HENRIGUES, J.A.8

The eppellant in this matter was convicted of the
offence of the possmession of ganja before the learned Resident
Hagistrate tcr the parish of Kingatoﬁ on the 23rd of June and
sentsnced to imprigonment with hard labour for four ysars,
Agcording to the evidence which was adduced by the Crown at
the trial, one Eriec Walters, an Acting Corporal of Pelioce,
along with other police cfficers, went on the 12th of June
this year, about 6 o'elock in the morning to certain proemises
in Industrial Terrace. Those premises were known‘to be
ocoupied by the appellant, He found the appellant there, he
additted ogvoupation of the premises and the poliove party pro-
caeded to read a Search Warrant under the Dangerocus Drugs Law
which they had with them. The police then proceeded to msearch
the premises and in the course of the search they came across a
grip behind the bed in which they saw a dark cloth bag which the
appellant prue&odod to take up. He was then asked what were the
contents of the bag and he, according to the poliﬁo evidence,
said) '"Is me money I have in there." The bag was taken from
hin and opened and in it was found the amount of £22., 13, 94, and
also two paper packages which, when opened, revealed vegetable
matter resembling ganja., The appellant waas then informsd by
the polioce that it was ganja and according to the evidence he
ﬁado no replye.
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The acaoused gave evidence and his evidence was to the
effectt "Yes, this bag was on my premises," but he suggested
that the bag was found under the mattress and not in the grip,
and that it belonged to one Ferdinand MoCarthy who had come
there the previoum night before nine o'clock and asked him to
put up for him the bag with the money as he, MoCarthy, was so
drunk that hs did not want to walk arcund with the money.

Mr, MoOarthy tended to support the evidence of the appellant

by testifying that he had had m transaction with a cortain

Mr, Campbell over the purchanse of mome pigs and had been paid
certalin moneys in relation to thattranssetion that he had
been walking around with this money in a brown paper bag, and
in the course of one of his vimits to a bar that day the bag had
broken., He then sought a safer protection for the money by
enguiring if anyone had a bag to give him, and one 'Black-boy’
who was present produced the bag, exhibit k4, anﬁ that he placed
the monay in it and that a good lady friend of his, whom he had
invited to join him in the bar for drinks advisad him that he
should put up this money in safe keeping, and as a result of
that, he had taken the money to the appellant's premises,

It peems to us that whatever the origin of this parti-
cular eloth bag might be, the important matter for consideration
by the Resident Maglstrate in resolving thie matter was what he
believed transpired in the room that morning at six o'olook.
The evidenae, when sorutinized carefully, reveals first of all,
that a warrant under the Dangerous Drugs Law was read to the
appellanty that he knew then that his premises were being
searched for dangerous drugsy that in the course of that search
the appellant took it upon himself to take up the bag when the
police came ac¢rose ity that he claimed the contenta by sayings
"ias me money I havo in therei" and then when it was opened
theae packets of ganja were found,

If the Magistrate accepted that evidence by the
prosecution witnesses, then he was entitled to come to the
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sonelusion that this appellant had this dangerous drug in hia
possmession, In the circumstances we see no resson, after
hearing Mr., Khan's careful snalysis of the situation, to
interfere with the verdiot of the learned Resident Magistrate.

The appeal 1z therefore diomissmed,
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