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CAMPBELL, J.A,

The appel lant Alcott Palmer was convicted in the Resident
Magistrates Court for the parish of Saint Elizabeth for the offence of
larceny of cattle, He was sentenced on August 7, 1987 to 2 years imprison-
ment at hard labour. The evidence is that the appeliant on March 14, 1986
stole & cow namely a red pole steer belonging to his employer and soid it
1o Hub;rf punitey who operated z meat shop at Goshen. four dzy= tober the
appeldlant reported to his employer that the atoresaid cow was missing and
+ogether with hjs emptoyer engaged in pointless search for this missing
cow, The evidence i(n our view was very clear and cogent and in the light of

+he same there [s no conclusion to which the learned Resident Magistrate

‘could have come other than that the case against the appellant had been fully

and sufficiently established. The only significant aspect of this case is
the inordinate delay in submitting to the Registry of this Court the record

of appeal. The case was heard and determined on August 7, 1987 some 17 months



2.

ago and the record was onty received on February 7, 1989 and even then the
record is incomplete because there are no findings of fact by the learned
Resident Magistrate.

The appellant, as we have said, was sentenced tc Z years
imprisonment at hard labour, had the record been received within the conven-
tional period of six weeks from the date of conviction i.e., on or before
September 17, 1987 the appeal would have been heard end concluded shertiy
thereafter and the term of imprisonment would then have commenced o run with
+he |ikelihood that the appellant would by now have been cut of prison. Such
inordimate &éiay is highly to be deprecated. |In the present circumstance the
best we can do is to order that the ferm of impriscnment commence to run from
a date which will ensure that the appeliant is reteased from prison on
February 21, 1989. Accordingly the appeal is dismissed the sentence affirmed
but we order that the term of imprisonment commence on a date which will ensure

+the release of the appeliant on February 21, 1989.



