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IN THE COURT OF APPEAL

SUPREME COURT CRIMINAL APPEAL NO: 4/93

COR: THE HON: MR. JUSTICE FORTE J A
THE HON, MR. JUSTICE DOWNER J A
THE HON. MR, JUSTICE GORDON J A

R v VINCENT BROWN

No appearance for Applicant

Hugh Wildman for Crown

St

N

T

16%h-May & 25th July, 1994

GORDON J A

On 2ist January 1993 before Pititzr J sitting with a jury

in the St, Carherine Circuit Cour: ths spplicant was convictzd for
the non-capital murder of Ula Sre=nnztt om 19th Juns, 1991 and
_sentenced o imprisonmsnt for life with a directicn fthat he serve
12 yesrs bafor= parols is considsrazd,

When this case waé calli=d no counsel appeared for the
applicant. Miss Farzh Brown's name was on record as appIaring so
the Court adjourrned at 10.55 a.m; for h&f te bes contacted. The
court reconvensd at 11:20 a.m. and was informed by the Registrar
thet Miss Brown's chambers wera contaciagd and information had beenm

:xw‘ received rthar she was at court slsswhors.

Mr. Wildman submiited
found no arsa of d:aficiency in the learnsd rrial judge's summing-
up, no flaws in the prosecution's case that would warrant ap
intarference by this court with *he vordicty of %he jury. Witno
rhe views @xprassed by lzarpsd Crown Ceousnsel wa agreed and rofused
the applicarion for lsave reo appcfal and confirmad thos conviction

and sentencs., W3 now placs our reasonsg on record,



- -

be applicant, acd Ule Stennsii (fhe deceased), lived as

=

man and wife at 19 Wild Street, Allmsn Town Kingston.
Mr. Wignall Beckford also lived at the same premnises;.and like the
applicant, he wasg a vondor of drinks at the Kingston Public Hospital..
Much of fthe prosecution cas? came from the tesrimony of Mr. Bzckford,
Th= evidence irn the ces? was circumsiantial.

On Thursday 17th Jun®, 1991 st about 6.00 p.m..*khs
witnsss Beckford and the zpplicant pavteook of a meal of peas soup
prapared by the ascezsed. G5he placed some of the soup in a “"butter
pan® and laft the homs with it. That was the last time Beckiord
saw hexr alivs., On the Friday morning following, ths applicant
told Brsckford hs had trailed hesr., Bzsckford said, tho applicant went
on tc say, "Is 2 man yard she carry the soup go you knéw?.

1

Mr, Bzckford n=xt saw the applicent 3t about 7.00 a.m. on

it}

Saturday the 19trh of Jun~ 1991 in a bar. H» askad tha applicant
what hed happencd to bim ths pravious night, he responded that he
had slept at Oxford Strosr. On thz following morning tho twe men
again mzt and rhe applicant teld Bockford that on the previous

Friday svering, he and ths docegased wers walking across Raco Courss

ay

hz car spoks to ths decsasead
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when a car drove up o them. M

5

o
and she entered the car, told the applicant indecent words and lofr

with. the:men in the car.

lb

Beckford advissd the applicant to raport her abssnea o
the police apd tine applicant said “I am going to a mothsy first o
rzad up and find out whst happened.® Bo it noted that the body of
the decrased was discovered the Saturdsy mornming th~ 19th., Latsx
that Sunday rho applicarnt returnsd to his homs and told Beckfoxd
"Murder! mMurder! knifes cur, knife, them kill her 8%t Bog Walk and

she is a3t Sparish Town ar the Undesrtaksr,”

Beckford's »videncs was unchallesnged; ha was no
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Mr. Arthur McIntosh, 2 shopkespsr a: Harksrs Hall,
6 miles from Bog Walk, hesrd a whistling at his gate at 3.40
a.m. on Saturday 19th November, 19911i He lockeod Oﬁt and saw

anding at kis gate,

tho applicant whom he did neoi know before st
The applicant asked if Le had anything te 23t, and he said no.

Hs zsked for cigarstte and Mr. McIntosh 1lit opne and handed
same to him: th=n Miss Ethlyn Brown came up *c¢ them 2nd exclaimed
"Vincent what you deing here?® The applicant rapliqd; "y doms
to look for my family, towards soms lumber treos.®

Miss Brown said th= applicant said, the person he had
comz to s=e about the tree was away, so he was turning back. He
moved off, *hon rotraced his steps 2nd said teo h2r, "I am coming
from Bog Walk to Paradise, I 529 a dcad woman lie in the
water table.," He vhen asksd hor "what is the carlisst vehicle
going down?® He said ke was going back to Bog Walk., He later
rod2 on hzr son's van to Bog Walk., She was also on the van.

Roy Tayler, ths owner of the van spoka to th= applicant
before? nh~ zntered the van. He told him he had besn inform=d

that the applicant said he had se=n ths body of & woman by the

1

road. He 3sked tho zpplicant whers this was znd the applicant

5ad

told him the area. When the witnsss drove off with the applicant

i )

in ths van, the witness slcwsa as heo passed ths area and scarchazd

h

visually but saw no body. The applicaant lzft the van at Bog
Walk and on ths return journcy “h: witness saw & crowd and the
body of ithe weman now by the sids of ths road visibly displaysd.
Abeut 2.00 z.m, on the 19th Juns 1991 Miss Ethlyn Brown
heard a whistling and a calling outsido her home at Edward Piacs

Hark=ors Hall, St. Catherine, The applicant

)

is her brother but

i

sh2 had not s<en him for about 30 yzars and shs did nor racognize
the voice. At 6.00 a.m. she opensd ber door and there stood hsr
brother, ne told her "I wss walking coming and thren miles from

Bog Walk, I sc2 3 womsn lying down on the greound and I dont kinow
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who i%t is.” Sho said she saw him with a knifs a bottlz lamp, a
bag and he told her he was “travalling® and laft,

Respending to & rzport recsived at 7.:30 a.m. on 19th
June, 1991 D=t. Cpl. Clarsnce Givens of Bog Walk weut *to Paraﬁis;'
district, theore he saw the body of the deceased. Thore wers
several stab wounds on the body.

Dr., Royston Clifford the Consultant Fcrensic Pathologist
found forty-ninge stab wounds on the body, sixtesn of a group of
36 penetrated the lungs and heart causing massive hacmeorrhage from
which death rssulted. BAn ice pick could havs inflictad the
injuriss he opined. It was Dr. Clifford‘'s opinion that there
would have bean no spurtirg of bleood from the injuries; and unless
theore was closse contact, it was unlikely that aay klood from the
victim would have got on ths clothes of the assailant.,

A submission of no case was summarily despatched by the
learned trial judgz and in an unsworn statement the applicant said
in defence, "I did not kill her. I am nox guilty.?

Mrs. Yvonne Cruickshank, the Geovarnment Anzlyst called by ths

defeoncse found no bloed on garments submitted by the police for

n

examination,

The lzerned trial judgs gave dirscrions to the jury
that were clear, fair and correct. H2 dealt with identification
2videncs, circumstantial avidence and placed tha defence before
thom for their consideration. The circumstantial svidence was
overwhelming and ths jury rerurnzd theoir verdict in savon minutes.
This we find is a corrxaect vordict on the evidoncoe and we cannok

interfere with it,



