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JAMAICA 

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL 

SUPREME COURT. CRIMINAL APPEAL, NO: 4/93 

COR: THE HONii. MR.o JUSTICE FORTE J A 
THE HON B MR~ JUSTICE DOWNER J A 
THE BON. MRJ. JUSTICE GORDON J A 

R v VINCENT BROWN 

No appearance for Applicant 

Huqh Wildman for Crown 

-------16fb--Ma:y & 25th Jul:y, 1994 

GORDON J A 

\ 

On 21st January 1993 before Pitter J sitting with a jury -------------------------
in 't.hi!::~ Sr. ca·th~·rine Circuit: Court t.h8 applicant was convicted for 

the non-capital murder of Ula s~enn~tt on 19th Jun~, 1991 and 

s.r;ont.t:>nc~d to irnpr:isoP.J.n::-:nt for life with a. dire:ct:ion that h'"~ servS> 

12 ye~rs b~for~ parolP is consider~d& 

When this cas~ was called no coun~~l app~ared for the 

applicant:. Hiss F·iiY-3h Bro'i.v-r; us name '.1\'2<-S or, r~cord as app"c?.r ing so 

th~ Court adjour~ed at 10.55 a.m. for her to bE contacted. The 

court r-'?conven<?d at 11:20 a.m. and was informed by t:b2 R\:"'gist:r..l.r 

t.bat ,VJ!J.ss Bro"1n'.s ch<~mb<::·xs '"'2-.h:'~ contactc";C, and information had b'E"t'rl' 

rec9ived thae sh0 w~s at cour~ 2lsewh0r~. 

P1:c. Wildman suhmi t +-::c:d h0 had p~?rusc::d tlv::~ record an.d 

found no ,ar·l"'a of d~.-fJ.ci::::ncy in tJJ>c.: ls.arr:.·?d trial judg8'' s summing-

up, no flaws .in th<? pros1.2cut·ion's c.a .. <S'!? t.hat would warrant an 

interfer~nce by this court with vcrd1cT of th~ jury. With 

tl'w vi~&.ws c·xpr,;ssed by 1:;-.a:rnGd Crown Counsel WG 0.gr::~:ed ond .l:"·cfus•;d 

th"'.l applica~:ion for l·savc:, to ;;pp~al ~nd confirm<C!d th::- conviction 

and s~ntenc~. ~~ now plac2 our reasons on record~ 
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The applicant,and Uld S~enn0tt (the rl~c8aS?rl),livcd •s 

man and wif0 at. 19 Wild Street-, Allrrdn Tow:n Kings'ccr.;. 

Mr. Wignall Beckford also lived at the same premises;.and like the 

applicant,h~ was a v~ndor of drinks at ~he Kingston Public Hospital •. 

l"iuch of th<2 prosr0cutio:r;. ca.s<:> c<-tm•;; frc-m 't.hG t.;,srimorq of lvir. B<::-ckford. 

Th'-'~ evidenc"'" ir. :~he cas·:;: was ci rcums::a.JH:.ial. 

Oo Thursday 17th JunP, 1991 at about 6.00 p.m •. th~ 

witnsss B~ckford and th~ appl~cant p3rtook of a m~al of peas soup 

pr,:;.p2r·~d by t.hro: ·:i~c-sas'2'd. Sh0 plac0d som~ of thz- .soup in a "butt~r 

pan" and l£ft ths- hom~? with i-.::. Th-~t w~js th~~' l~.st: tim~ Br.::ckford 

s~w h<Er aliv<::-. On the Friday morning follow.:tr;.g, th·:"' applicant 

told·B~ckford h~ had trailed h~r. Beckford said, ~h~ applicant W€D~ 

on to say, 11 Is a man yard she c.srry ::.n<: soup go you know~'. 

Mr. Br.:ckford n::,xt saw thr:· appl.t.can.t. .at about 7.00 a.m. on 

Saturday thG<- l9l':b of Juns 1991 in a bar. H'? ask<='d th2. applic.ant 

what had happen:::d tQ him t:r:'?: pr-:.'vious night, h~ p::;spond~d t-hat h<> 

had sl(';pt at oxford s .... r;::>:z:n::.. on -t::-1'~~ follmv5ng morning. the -t.w-o men 

again m~.;t a:nd the: appl.i CoJ::: told B·""Ckford 'chat on "::.h<::~ pr~.::vious 

Friday ev~ring, he and the doc$ased were walking across Rae~ Cours? 

wn,;;n a car drov';,; up +~o "chcm. i!-i·?n in tb.? car spok2 to th::::: dBC,?·ast-d 

and sh0 cnter0d th~ car, told ~h0 applicant indeccn~ word~ and left 

\·d th .. the:. men in the car. 

Beckford advis£d th~ applicant to r~port her abssnc8 to 

the polic".? and the applicant said ~'I am going r:o a mo.t .. h··"r firs~: t:o 

read up and find out what happened." B0 it not0d that ~h~ body of 

th2 dec?aS0d was discovG~ed the Sa~urday morning th0 19th. Lat~r 

that:. Sunday th.::- appli C3.r;t: r-~-turn:zd ·t<J< his 11om0 ~nd tol6 Beckford 

"Murder! Murder! knif? cut, knif~, them kill h?r ~~ Bog Walk and 

shQ is at Spanish Town at the Und0r~aker.~ 

Bsckford's ~vid~nc? was unchallRnged; h9 was not cross-

E=Xi:l.min·?d. 
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Mr •. Arthur Mcintosh, -a shopko'2p<2r at: HarkErs Hall, 

6 milQs from Bog Walk~ h0ard a whistling at his gat~ at 3.40 

' 
a.m. on Saturday 19th Nov~mber, 1991. H~ looked out and sa.w 

th~ applicant \1lhom h~ did not know before standing at his gat~~?. 

Th~ applidant asked if he had anything to 0atq and he ~~id no. 

H~ ?sked for cigarette ~nd Mr. Mcintosh lit on0 ~nd handed 

same to him~ them Miss Et.hlyn Brown came up to them and e>xclaim·~d 

iiVincent what you doing her0?" The applicant.: r~plic:d; 11 1 come; 

to look for my family, towards som~" lumb:?r trt?;?. n 

Miss Brown said th·::: applicant said, th•::: pr::rson h.:;; had 

ccm,z to S"":·:::: ab>\.)Ut the tre~ was away, so hG was turning back. H~ 

moved off, -t:::hsn r'2:tracod his st:<:J·ps end said to h2r, "I am coming 

from Bog Walk to pa,radisl2, I sse "'!. dc.::td wom3.n liG in th:'?: 

water table.~. He then asksd h?r "what is ths earlics~ v2hicla 

going dow:n? 11 Ho? said hG was going· back to Bog W~lk. He latE'r 

rode on her son's van to Bog Walk. She w~s also on the van. 

Roy Taylor, t"h:-: own0:r of ths van spok::;: to th',-" ~pplicant 

b~for? h;"'· ::;?nter>8d the v"'ln.. H".:' told him lv··, had bs-sn inform~d 

that. "-h~CJ applicant. s.aid had sc·?n th;::: body of a woman by t:h>> 

road.. H~ ::~sk~d t:h~-:> 3ppllc3nt wh9r·:;:: this w.~~s and th:~·· applicant 

told him th·a area. Whvn the \.;ri tn:sss drovio' off wi t.h ths applic.::lnt. 

in tha van, ~he witness slow~d as b0 passed the araa and scarcned 

visually but saw no body.. Thr.;~ applica:.'1t,; h!ft the wu1 .:~.t Bog 

Walk and on ths rl?turn journf.:y ~-.02 vJi tness saw a crowd and t.he 

body of t:ho woman now by the sid? of thf:'· ro~d visibly displ.:=y,2d. 

About 2. 00 a. .m. on the 19th Jun(" 1991 Mi.ss E-thlyn Browr: 

heard .a whistling and a calling outside" lv~r hom<::: at Edward Pi .. ?c.s 

Hark~rs Hall, St. C3thGrine. Tb~ applicant is hGr brother but 

sh9 had not s::,en him for about 30 ye..::ars ?nd sh2 did not r·?cognizc 

the voice. At 6.00 a.m. sbo op~ned her door and th~re stood her 

bro'!:ht2r, b.G: told her "I w-~s walkin.g coming i:.lDd t.hr<:"": milt2s from 

Bog W3lk, I s-;::0 ;; wora.7n lying down on th'-' ground and I dont know 
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who it is .. 11 Sh10~ said sh'? saw him with a knif,~ a bott 1·~ lamp, a 

bag and he told har he was "travelling" and lGft. 

R~sponding- to a r,s·port: re.c·~iv,~d at 7.:30 a.m; on 19th 

June, 1991 D·::'t:. Cpl. Clare.nc0 Givans of Bog Walk w~?nt to Paradiso 

district, th~)re h~ saw thr.::' body of th.o deci-)as~d. Thnrc wer,;: 

several stab wounds on the body. 

Dr. Royston Clifford ~h? Consultant For0nsic Pathologist 

found forty-nin~ stab wounds on the body, -sixt~~n of a group of 

36 p\?n'-?trated th'2 lungs ~nd h~art causing massivA ha.omorrhage from 

which death r<:'sult-<Sd. An iccs· pick could hav~ inflict,~·d th() 

injuries hA opinod. It was Dr. Clifford's opinion that th~re 

would hav-8 b.,:;S:n no spurting of blood from 'the injuri~s' and unless 

thcr!? ;..;as clos,~ contact, it was unlikc:dy that: any blood from the:: 

victim would hav'~ got on th'2l clothc:·s of the assa.ilant. 

A. submission of .no case was summarily de?spatch9d by the 

learned trial judg2 ~nd in an unsworn statement th~ applicant said 

in d~fence, "I did not kill her. I am not guilty.? 

Ivlrs. Yvonne Cruickshzmk, th.-::; Gov·z-rr.nF:mt Analyst called by th0 

de.fcnc~' found no blood on garm-9:n:ts submi t;t~d by th0 police for 

examination. 

The 1--;;~rned txial judge: g-av·::' dir""ct.ions to t:hc- jury 

that wsro clear, fair and correct. Hs:> di?r.tlt with identification 

<~vidGncc, circumstantial ·2videnco :;nd pli!lced t-h'8 d~f.znce bsfor0 

th•:m~ for th(;dr con!i:idGration.. Th.? circumstantial 9vidcnc£ was 

ovarwh&.?lming and ths· jury r0t:urn·::d th-::ir v~;;rdic~:: in s·2vcn minutos. 

This w0 find ~.s ;3 corrGct: V8rciict on the <::::vid·::::.ncc and W~S cannot 

int0rfcrQ with it. 
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