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CAREY, J.A,:

The appellant Asteon Samuels pleaded guilty to

three counts of obtaining various sums of money by false

. pretenses. The allegations being that he pretended to his

victimé, that he was in a positiocn tc obtain for them Non-
immigrant Visas to proceed to cur giant neighbour tc the
north. The fond hopes placed upon this appellant were
dashed when no visas were forthcoming and perhaps more
importantly the money which they had so inconsiderately
advanced to him also disappeared forever. He was sentenced
to a total of five years imprisonment at hard labour, that
is, on the first count he received three years, on the
second, twe years, on the third count which was to run con-
secutively to the second count he was impriscned for two

years and that was to run concurrentlvy with the first count.
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He complains to this ccurt that the sentences
imposed were manifestly excessive because he had made scme
restitution in part. There was no evidence on the record
of that fact which we would find surprising, seeing that
on the facts which were put bkefore the learned Resident
Magistrate, when his victims approached him to have their
monies refunded, he was guite unable to do sc, and indeed,
tried to keep cut of their way. We note that this appellant
had a previocus conviction for a similar fraud committed
sometime in September of 1986, ané théﬁ he is'a man of
mature years. As one of My Lords cbserved he cught to be
a person setting an example tc the youth of this country
as to good conduct, not to spend his old age endeavouring
tc defraud persons of their monies.

This is a wheolly unmeritoricus appeal against
sentence., This court is well aware that offences of this
nature are prevalent and that a possible deterrent is to
impose sericus penalties so that those who choose to conduct
themselves in this way might ke advised to find more legi-
timate metheds of support.

The appeal is dismissed, the sentences are
affirmed, the court will direct the sentences to commence

from the date of his convicticn.



