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CAREY, J.A.

In the Resident Magistrate's Ccurt for St. Elizabeth held at
Black River on the 9th of December, 1987 an affiliation order was
made against this appellant adjudging him to be the putative father
of a child called "Moriandc’ born to the complainant on the 6th of
February, 1987, The parties in this case live at a place called
Middle Quarters In St. Elizabeth, and both parties started a
relationship In 1985 according to the complainant., At that time,
she was living with her mother and the practice of the zppellant was
to visit her sometime after 9:00 ofcleck in the night aﬁd sc far as
the complainant's evidence went, sexual intercourse took place,
certainly until the child was born,

The corroborative evidence was given by the complainant's
mother, Norah Watson, who ccnfirmed fhaf the appellant used to visit
her daughter, and talked to her in the door-way. She alsc gave some
very significant evidence. She pointed out that during the time the
appel lant visited her daughter, no one ¢lse ever visited her @f that

time, and when the young woman's pregnancy began tc be obser¥able,
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he desisted from paying her any visit. In the course of
cross-examination, the complainant's mother said that when she spoke
to the appellant about her daughter's pregnancy, the appellant said
that he heard.it was not his.

This(morning, Mr. Michael Clarke endeavoured to urge befcre us
that the evidence of corrcboration really was non-existent and that
the learned Resident Magistrate indulged himself in speculation and
therefore erred in making the order he did. On more mature reflection
learned counsel did concede, as we think, correctly that the cvidence
was all one way. The evidence of corroboration was strong. The learned
Resident Magistrate was eminontly right when he made the following
finding and we quote in extensc. He said Thfs:

"If in Middle Quarters, St. Elizabeth a middie

aged man turns up r~ight after night on the

doorsteps of a woman in her late teens or ecarly

20s, recasons with her and then departs into the

night and then close upen his footsteps, as if

in hot pursuit, the young wcman disappears into

the darkness, it would be naieve (sic) in the extreme
to assume they had reasoned consensus to make

their way to the village tea-meeting or fo the
nightly revival,

Furthermore, if following upon such visits and
departures the woman's girth is seen o be
ehgorged with pregnancy and she points her
finger to the regular nightly visitor, it would
demonstratc on cur part total lack

of understanding of the way of |ife and behaviour
of some of our citizens and of the infrigue and
footworks, as old as civilization, employed by
men and women in matters of passion and romance,
for anyone to ask where was the opportunity and
the inclination.

The declaration made by the applicant that he
hears it is not his own, when confronted by the
appl lcant's mother when upon the birth of the
child she asks for something for the child, fis
more than corrcborative. Such a declaration is
speculative on his part at a Time when a complete
reputation is the only expected response.
This court cannot improve on that statement by the learned Resident
Magistrate. We entirely agree with his findings and observation.

Accordingly, the appeal is dismissed and the order of the court

below affirmed,
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